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Most newcomers and visitors to Bloor Street find us through our web site. 

Web technology has become the most effective way to tell the Bloor 

Street story to “the outside world”. What that story looks like, and how we tell 

it, is the focus of the website redesign project. 

The project has 4 guiding assumptions. First, the main target group is people 

unfamiliar with Bloor Street United, and possibly new to church – what do 

they need to know about us? Second, the site must be kept fresh, current and 

uncluttered so newcomers can easily find key messages. Third, the website will 

be challenged by redevelopment to reach out to the wider community and 

engage our congregation. Lastly, staff must quickly update and maintain a site 

that is technically easy to access.  

Reviewing web pages to determine how much of what kind of information 

stays or gets archived requires technical skills, time, and attention to detail. 

Making changes on one page impacts several other linked pages which also 

must be changed. This is not a job for well-meaning amateurs alone! Late 

last year, the Communications Committee partnered with a professional web 

designer to develop a plan and began this work. We are now deep into the 

content management phase of the new design, determining how to serve the 

emerging needs of the congregation and send the Bloor Street story to the 

wider community.  

Some of the new features on the site are: a scrolling marquee banner 

highlighting upcoming events such as special services and speakers, or updates 

to projects like Gibimishkaadimin, refugee sponsorship and redevelopment; 

more pictures and significantly less text; and a theme-focused (not committee-

focused) intuitive menu bar to guide users to collections of related information. 

Council received a preview of the site in the late spring, and we profiled  

its “test format” at the May 28 congregational meeting. The goal for the 

Communications Committee is to have part of the new site up and running  

by Advent. Additional content areas and priority items will be posted as they 

are developed. www.bloorstreetunited.org
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Welcome to Eva Wen who joined our congregation by 

baptism on July 28. Eva grew up and attended university in 

China. She arrived in Canada in 2004 to experience a new 

culture and for a better life.  

Welcome to Bahareh who became a member of Bloor 

St. Church by baptism on Oct. 6. Bahareh grew up in a 

secular family in southern Iran. After she came to the Univ. 

of Toronto for graduate studies she met her Christian fiancé. 

She became curious about Christianity, Jesus and church 

communities and is eager to learn more. 

Welcome to Leonel Lloyd Powell Muchochoma, son of 

Natasha Powell and Gerito Muchochoma who was baptized 

on Oct. 27.

Congratulations to Emily Gordon, Nikhil Joshi  

and big brother Neil who welcomed Kieran Arthur Joshi  

to their family on August 17. 

Congratulations to former tenor soloist Corey Arnold 

who was appointed Music Director at College Street 

United Church. 

Congratulations to Martha Reyes Huependo, our 

Refugee Outreach Worker, who  became a Canadian citizen 

on October 8. 

Welcome to Nicholas Burns, 

our new choir tenor soloist. Nick 

moved to Toronto in Sept. to 

begin a doctorate program in 

music at U of T. He also sings the 

high range of a counter-tenor.

Michael Blair’s son Tim Blair  

is one of the four lead actors on  

the new CBC comedy TallBoyz which airs Tuesdays at 9 pm.

Marion Davies has begun a ten-month stint as a 

Legislative Intern at Queen's Park, featuring short work 

placements with MPPs of several parties, and a first-hand  

view of the machinery of government (Ellen Schwartzel).

Janice Krangle has been the layout artist for Good News 

on Bloor since the fall of 2007. She’s capable, cooperative 

and works quickly. She says she’s happy to continue working 

with our small publication even though she has retired from 

most design and layout work. Many thanks to Janice for her 

years of hard work for our church.  

Our Students 

Russ Baker continues his studies at Nipissing University 

in North Bay. For various reasons, including inability to get 

into residence, he decided to live at home and do ‘on-line’ 

courses through Nipissing Univ. Following a summer job at 

the Miles Nadal Centre kids’ camp Russ accepted an offer to 

work in their after-school program during the school year. 

He finds it very rewarding and is planning on switching his 

focus from environmental studies to education (Chuck Baker). 

Melissa Clavijo, one of our Sunday School teachers, is 

studying sign language at George Brown College.

Tommy Davies is in third year engineering at the Univ. 

of Guelph. He sings for his rock band at gigs around town 

in his spare time.

Jennifer Gordon has entered the second year of her 

M.Sc. in Civil and Mineral Engineering at U of T. The focus 

of her research thesis is biochemistry of mine site waste 

water. She is studying the processes involved in tailings 

ponds, and looking to develop better tools for management 

of water on mine sites to prevent pollution from entering 

the receiving environment waters. She finds the work 

engaging and has agreed to stay on in Dr. Warren's lab for 

her Ph.D.

Benjamin Hartmans is attending the Univ. of Toronto 

for his second year. He’s studying a double major in History 

and Political Science. His hometown is Guelph. Ben’s been 

attending Bloor St. since he began studies at U of T and can 

often be found as a Sunday greeter in the narthex. 

Zoe Lei, our organ scholar, graduated in June with her 

Master of Music degree in organ performance at the Univ. of 

Toronto. She’s currently studying with Dr. John Paul Fahart. 

Her Master’s work was with Dr. Kevin Komisaruk. Zoe 

obtained her Bachelor of Music degree in Hong Kong before 

moving to Toronto in 2017.

Marc Walter is back in Welland/St Catharines for his 

2nd year of Game Design studies. Because of his October 

birthdate he was able to vote in both last fall’s provincial 

election and this October’s federal election when he was 18!

B L O O R  p E O p L E

Nick Burns with Music 
Director David passmore  
Photo by Harold Durnford
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It seems that the wind has picked up in the long journey 

of Bloor Street United toward redevelopment. For the 

last year or two, as the various consultations and decision 

points unfolded, there were numerous delays and setbacks. 

For the congregation, it has been something like being in 

the doldrums, as life went on pretty much as usual while we 

waited for other bodies to reach conclusions on our proposal. 

A period of calm never hurts, and we have made good use of 

the time – inviting the City Shul to join us in the building, 

initiating our Feeding the Spirit community dinners, and the 

Gibimishkaadimin project for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

youth, reorganizing the caretaking and administrative functions 

of the church, renewing our communications activities, and 

launching a new chapter in the life of the Refugee Outreach 

Program. That’s a lot! And all along, even in the doldrums, 

a number of Bloor Streeters have been pulling away on the 

redevelopment oars, edging us along to a position of readiness. 

Since July, when the Toronto City Council unanimously 

approved the Bloor Street United zoning application, you 

can sense that a fresh wind has now begun to blow.  With 

plans for relocation, and more detailed drafts of the project 

design, and financial management decisions coming to the 

congregation, you can feel the sails filling up. It seems as if we 

will really be off on this remarkable adventure in about a year. 

No doubt there will be a few more bumps and perhaps delays, 

but it looks more promising than ever before.

One of the things that always happens when you set out  

on a big project like this is that people feel a little anxious.  

As someone said after the City Council decision, “Uh-oh, 

now we actually have to do it!” Redevelopment will bring 

changes to the way we do everything, at least for a while.

It is not at all clear exactly how the camping trip, or the re-

entry to the building is going 

to go. Will we be alright while 

we worship at St. Andrew’s? 

Will some members fall away? 

How will we hang together as 

a congregation? Will the new 

building meet our hopes? Will 

we find the right focus for new 

ministry at Bloor and Huron?  

We are a pretty small 

congregation, can we handle 

this? What will the future bring? 

All these questions are swirling gently in the background as 

the reality of our project comes closer. 

People have different ways of responding to this kind of 

low-grade, generalized anxiety, and it is helpful to anticipate 

that. Irritability rises. Without intending to, we may get into 

more small skirmishes and disagreements with each other. 

Some people back off, others get cantankerous. 

The experts say that one of the most helpful ways to handle 

anxiety is to develop compassion. Compassion for others, 

and for yourself. The Christian faith calls it a gift of the 

Holy Spirit. Acknowledging feelings with warmth and love. 

Reaching out to stay connected. Giving thanks. Remembering 

the bigger picture. This is what Jesus did, again and again. 

We’ll need to have compassion for one another as we go 

forward. Can a congregation practice self-compassion in the 

midst of all its busy-ness and service? As the wind begins to 

blow us along, the spirit of compassion that we can show each 

other will be the foundation of the compassion we are called 

to show the world. So let’s work on it. 

After the Doldrums by Rev. Dr. Martha ter Kuile

New members of Church Council. Garnet Ward is the 

new Chair of Council, Nenke Jongkind is the new Chair of 

Congregational Care, Lisa Walter is Chair of Nominating, 

Eric Heath is Council Secretary and Susan Jennings is the 

new recording secretary.

Martha ter Kuile with 
Volunteer Associate 
Minister Michael Blair 
Photo by Harold Durnford

Chair of Council  
Garnet Ward  
with past Chair  
Bev Stager
Photo by Harold Durnford
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Learning and Paddling Together by India Madsen

As some members of Bloor Street might remember, 

I was a little bit apprehensive applying for the 

Gibimishkaadimin 2019 canoe trip. Having never camped 

before, a ten day canoe trip in the middle of “the bush” 

accompanied by complete strangers terrified 

me. And then, in what retrospectively seems 

like a flash, I found myself gripping my 

seat in the back of a six person float plane 

flying into the bush of Temagami, Ontario. 

I was scared, but I quickly discovered that 

everyone else was just as scared as I was! 

Helping each other through all these new, 

daunting experiences was the thing that 

brought us together. In the time between 

that plane ride and the trip home, my 

perspective of myself, of others, and of faith 

was shifted. 

Our group consisted of almost 30 

campers and leaders, half Indigenous 

people and half non-Indigenous 

people. Everyone was immensely 

grateful, and excited of course to be 

there. We stayed at a base camp for 

about three days, camped for four 

days, and stayed one last night at 

base camp before travelling home. 

Over these ten days we became a 

very tightly-knit group. Things like 

washing dishes or putting up tents 

became some of my fondest memories 

because I was laughing with friends 

at the time. Sometimes canoeing could be frustrating, 

frightening, or tiring, but I always knew that I could 

overcome these difficulties with the support of my canoe 

partner and everyone else paddling alongside me.

One of the most integral aspects of the Gibimishkaadimin 

trip was the traditional knowledge, teachings, and 

ceremonies that were shared. It was a privilege to learn about 

traditional foods, smudging, the sacred fire, beading, the 

medicine wheel, canoe making, medicine bags, and so much 

more from leaders and friends on our trip. Learning about 

the cultures of the Indigenous people helped me to see the 

similarities between our religions rather than the differences. 

For example, we would always take a moment before each 

meal to thank God or the Creator (depending on each 

person's religion) for nourishing us 

(similar to saying Grace). This time wasn't 

so much about the name of the God or 

Creator we were praying to as it was about 

the sentiment of our prayer, which was the 

same for everyone.

On the trip, I learned that a critical 

aspect of Indigenous culture is respect for 

nature. The Indigenous leaders on the 

trip, especially the Elder Leanne, showed 

me a new point of view to understand the 

relationship between people and nature. 

We were taught that it is important to 

remember the value of everything that 

nature provides so that we do not become 

careless or abusive towards it, as so 

many individuals, companies, and 

governments have in this world. 

Traditionally, a small amount of 

tobacco would be given to show 

thankfulness when taking a plant 

or animal from nature, for example, 

when picking a flower. Over the 

course of the trip, I gained a 

heightened respect and appreciation 

for the environment and especially 

how the environment is significant  

to Indigenous culture.

In facing this new experience with an open mind and 

heart, I was able to make new friends, see religion in a new 

light, and gain a greater appreciation for the environment. 

These experiences have helped me to change the context  

in which I view the world and change my actions in 

everyday life. I know that the lessons that I have learned 

with and from everyone on the Gibimishkaadimin trip  

will last a lifetime.

The video of the 2019 canoe trip can be found at:  

https://vimeo.com/367304686

Campsite with Canoeists

Canoes & Float plane
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Custodians Benoit 
Boutet,Gary Steeves  
& Wayne Findleter 
Photo by Harold Durnford 

Ruth Evans & Michael Hilliard  
Photo by Harold Durnford

Jane Kariuki & daughter 
Photo by Harold Durnford

Assessing the church structure  
Photo by Susan Jennings

Fall Faces

At this time of year we notice that many people seem to 

be sick. There is much coughing and sneezing going on, 

along with a few bleary eyes. Yes, there are always colds that 

are passed around in the fall. However consider: Is it a cold, 

or is it really allergies? 

Don’t just say: Oh, I’ve never had allergies. Fact: allergies 

can and do come and go. It is not necessarily true that you 

have them or you don’t. And note: Ragweed pollen, the most 

common fall allergen, stays around until there is a hard frost 

– later in the year than you would think.

Generally if you have a cold, the symptoms are well 

known: sneezing/coughing; sore throat; fever; aches & 

pains; fatigue. Allergies, have similar symptoms, including 

runny eyes, sneezing and a general feeling of nasal or even 

respiratory irritation. However, with allergies there is NO 

fever, and you don’t really feel “sick”, i.e. general malaise, 

achy body, or painful cough. CBC news recently ran an 

article* which states that researchers are finding that plant 

pollen rates are markedly increasing in cities across Canada. 

They propose that it is due to climate change causing a 

longer growing/flowering season, as well as the fact that the 

pollen, if it lands on hard surfaces like sidewalks and roads, 

just continues to blow around instead of getting stuck like 

it would have on moist soil. Something to consider. And 

remember to get your flu shot to avoid the coming winter 

flu season!

*https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/cities-seasonal-

allergies-symptoms-worsening-climate-change-1.5256496

Nurse’s Corner by Nancy Gordon 
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Finding Fun & Peace at Lake Scugog Camp by Carmen Ortiz & Yosselin Jimenez

Long Vacation, Narrow Boat by Nancy & Laurie Gordon

We had a rather unusual vacation this September.  

We rented a narrowboat, and spent four weeks 

chugging about the canals of England. These canals carried 

freight during the early Industrial Revolution, and they 

crisscross much of the country. The shipping was crippled  

by railways, and finished off by motorways, but the canals 

have been resuscitated for recreation: boating, dog-walking, 

hiking, biking, and fishing.

What is a narrowboat like? Narrow! They fit into seven-

foot locks. Ours was 62 feet long. Everything we needed was 

on board: fridge, stove, table, bathroom with shower, two 

double-beds and a small sitting area – a floating cottage!

How do we navigate? We took turns at the tiller, which is 

at the stern. It is easy to over-steer and end up zig-zagging 

from bank to bank! Luckily the hull is solid steel and 

maximum speed is four knots. We soon got the knack, and 

were deftly nosing the boat through seemingly impossible 

gaps. We even traversed the Harecastle Tunnel, eight-feet 

wide and a mile long!

What would a canal be without locks? We went through 

plenty of them! Just as it was 200 years ago, we raised and 

lowered the paddles, and opened and closed the lock gates. 

What was it like? Like summer holidays when we were kids, 

we lost track of the date. We motored, we chatted with 

other boaters, we walked the towpath, we gleaned from 

hedgerows, We explored half-timbered villages and ate in 

canal-side pubs. We drank a lot of tea! I think we both felt 

healthier than we have in years.

Highlights? The Peak District. The panoramic view 

from Mow Cop. High tea at the Wedgewood museum. 

16th century Little Moreton Hall, and 18th century 

Shugborough park and mansion. However, the true 

highlight of the trip was when we returned the boat to the 

marina: Nancy spun the 62-foot boat 180 degrees in a 70-

foot basin, then backed into our berth!

Nancy on a towpath with our narrow boat 
Photo by Laurie Gordon

This summer we had the opportunity to enjoy the 

blessings of nature for one week in a lovely place, far 

away from the city, with just the sound of birds and the calm 

water of Lake Scugog. Words cannot express how amazing, 

fun and peaceful Camp Scugog is.

Usually, we get up at 7:00 am for the Polar Bear swim, where 

we take a plunge into the cold lake water! Breakfast, lunch and 

dinner start with a prayer or sung grace such as “Thank you 

Lord for peanut butter, thank you Lord for jelly and jam, thank 

you Lord for all your blessings, thank you Lord for who I am.”  

The last activity for the day is the camp fire, which is 

an amazing experience! The kids love this time when the 

counsellors lead fun, interactive campfire songs. We all enjoy 

the sunset across the lake and gathering together with all the 

other moms and kids at the fire pit. 

On Sunday we congregate at the chapel right in front 

of the lake. There is such a sense of peacefulness when the 

staff sing songs and read stories to the campers. We will 

forever remember this peaceful adventure and cherish all the 

memories that were made throughout this week. 

(This is a short version of the write-up that Carmen and 

Yosselin prepared about their week at Lake Scugog Camp. 

Their full article is available as a hand-out at the Information 

Table on Sundays. Sue Kaiser)

Sunday School News. Welcome to new teacher Julia Kim who is an ordained minister originally from Korea. She is studying 

for her Ph.D. at Emmanuel College. Her husband and two children are here with her.
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Quick Sketches

Visit to St. Andrew’s Church. On June 9 our 

congregation held a trial afternoon service at St. Andrew’s 

UC on Bloor St. between Sherbourne St. and Yonge St. 

Seventy-seven of us attended including our choir. 

Move to St. Andrew’s Church Approved. At a 

well-attended congregational meeting on Nov. 3, the 

congregation approved a motion to move to St. Andrew’s 

during the redevelopment of our building. An office 

location close to St. Andrew’s will be rented. Doug 

Welwood, Chair of our Relocation Task Group, researched 

over 75 possible locations before recommending St. 

Andrew’s. Our services will be held Sunday afternoons 

at 2:30 pm. The choir will rehearse at 1:30. At an earlier 

meeting on Oct. 20, Andrew Dyke, a Principal at KPMB 

Architects, presented the plans for the redevelopment 

complex. He answered questions after the presentation.

Summer BBQ. Over 35 people crowded into the small 

garden behind Pidgeon House for a mid-summer BBQ 

on July 31. Abundant salads and a variety of burgers were 

enjoyed while Laurie Gordon and Garnet Ward manned the 

grills. Nancy Gordon made sure that everyone was well fed. 

Our refugees who arrived in late May are settling into 

their new lives. The five children of the Syrian Nour Eddin 

family enjoyed the summer riding bicycles and learning 

new skills. They started school in September. Seydou Sow, 

our refugee from Senegal, is studying English, taking high 

school courses in French and is preparing to experience his 

first Can. winter with a warm coat and boots. Our volunteers 

have taken the refugees to appointments, follow-ups, donated 

household goods, helped the newcomers to explore Toronto 

and adjust to taking the subway and other mysteries of our 

great city. 

Trip to Palestine and Israel. Four travellers from Bloor 

St. United will join Rev. Marianna Harris and George 

Bartlett on a pilgrimage to Palestine and Israel from Nov. 

18-28. Nena Cervantes, Nora McKay, Maure and Ron 

Kentner will meet Jewish Israeli and Palestinian activists, 

who are seeking to create change, and visit key holy places.

St. Andrew’s Sanctuary during June 9 Service  
Photo by Don Payne

Nour Eddin Family on the First 
Day of School

Seydou Sow with Chuck 
Baker & Glenn Mosher

Another View of Sanctuary  
Photo by Don Payne

Doug Welwood  
Photo by Harold Durnford

Andrew Dyke with Michael Hill-
iard, Chair of our Redevelopment 
Committee Photo by Harold Durnford



 

Visit our website at: www.bloorstreetunited.org

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Advent Book Study 
Grateful by Diana Butler Bass 

Wednesdays: 1:00-3:30pm 
Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 11 & 18

Sunday November 24 
Speaker Event hosted by Social Justice 

Wednesday, November 27 
Advent Book Study: Diana Butler Bass Grateful 
Wednesdays Dec. 4, 11 & 18: 1:30-3pm

Sunday December 1 
First Sunday in Advent 
Congregational Lunch 
Therapeutic Touch 12:45pm

Tuesday December 10 
Feeding the Spirit Community Supper 
6:00pm Doors Open 
6:30pm Dinner

Tuesday December 17 
Carols in a Minor Key 
7:00pm

Saturday December 21 
Refugee Outreach Project Christmas Dinner

Tuesday December 24 
Christmas Eve Service 
10:00pm

Wednesday December 25 - January 1, 2020 
BSUC building and office closed except for  
Sunday service 
December 29 at 10:30am

Sunday January 5, 2020 
Congregational Lunch 
Therapeutic Touch 12:45pm

Tuesday January 14 
Feeding the Spirit Community Supper

Sunday February 2 
Congregational Lunch 
Therapeutic Touch 12:45pm

Tuesday February 11 
Feeding the Spirit Community Supper

LOOKING AHEAD: 
BSUC Gala Dinner & Entertainment 
Saturday May 2

Deadline for the Winter Issue: Sunday January 17, 2020 
Good News on Bloor is edited and published 4 times a year by the 
Communications Committee of Bloor St. United Church. 260 words is 
the standard length for short articles. Longer articles must be arranged in 
advance with the editor. All articles may be edited. Photos will be used if 
space permits and if suitable for publication. All articles and photos are 
only for church use. Please ask permission of the author or photographer 
for any other use. Editor: Isabel Ward: booksleuth28@gmail.com, 
Ministers and Staff may be reached by contacting the church Office at 
(416) 924-7439 Layout: JANICEKRANGLE jkrangle1@me.com

Thanksgiving Communion  
Table Display

Thanksgiving Squash 

Photos by Harold Durnford


