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Mix together good food, great games and 

friendly company. Fold in a surprise visit by 

Santa and Santa’s Elf. Garnish with some Piñatas 

and Christmas songs. Warm things up with smiles 

and conversation, and you end up with a great 

Christmas Party! The Refugee Outreach Program’s 

Christmas dinner on December 15 had all these 

ingredients, and had a wonderful family event for 

everyone from babies to grandparents. Martha 

Reyes Huependo, Refugee Outreach Worker led the 

planning efforts this year, assisted by 20 volunteers 

from the BSUC congregation and the ROP 

program participants. Maria Torres, our Spanish 

teacher, along with the kids in the Spanish class, 

worked away steadily with paper maché and paint, making Piñatas in traditional 

shapes. Entertainment by a group of Chilean dancers was followed by “A Minute 

to Win it” games where kids and adults alike could test their skills against the 

clock. (If you want to see adults enjoying being silly, check out YouTube for  

“A Minute to Win it” videos!)

The Deer Park and Calvin Presbyterian Shared Ministry joined enthusiastically 

in the party preparation this year and sent us home-baking and gifts for kids and 

adults. Toys for kids came from the Firefighters’ Toy Drive and BSUC congregation 

members. With Dora Lopez and Ron and Maure Kentner leading the kitchen 

volunteers, along with a HUGE 100 pound bag of potatoes from the Ontario 

Potato Distributors, we were able to offer a wonderful dinner for about 80 guests. 

Thanks to Garnet Ward and Randi Helmers, “Santa” and “Santa’s Elf” showed up 

after dinner to have a visit with the youngest party goers. (If you are talking to any 

kids from the Refugee Outreach Program, it is your job to keep the secret of Santa’s 

real identity). As a measure of the times, photos of toddlers and Santa showed up on 

parents' Facebook pages before the next morning! (see Did You Know? on back cover)

Elf Randi with toddler

Kids playing at party

Santa with young friend

Photos by Don Payne
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Beth Symes was the 

Fourth Sunday Speaker 

on Nov. 4. We were 

privileged to hear first 

hand about the inquiry 

into the Murdered and 

Missing Indigenous 

Women and Girls during  

The Social Justice 

Committee’s monthly 

Sunday event. Beth Symes 

is counsel for five Inuit 

organizations: Pauktuutit, 

the Inuit Women of 

Canada, the Inuit Women 

of Labrador, Saturviit, the 

Ottawa Inuit Children’s 

Centre, and the Manitoba Inuit Association. Beth, a long 

time member of Bloor Street, is a strong advocate of justice 

issues. (Mary Sanderson)

We welcomed Rev. Linda Butler as our guest preacher on 

Nov. 11. Linda, who was minister at our church from 1993 

until 2006, spoke on Remembering, Recognizing, Hoping.

Don Payne. I was on a tour to Iran for 15 days in 

October 2018. All visitors from North America to Iran 

must travel as a group with an Iranian guide. From Tehran, 

our 14 group members flew to Kerman and then looped 

back to Tehran in our large comfortable bus, stopping at 

Yazd, Shiraz and Esfahan. We visited museums, mosques 

and shrines; elaborate gardens with fountains fed by water 

from the Zagros Mountains; an old trade route caravan 

stop; lively bazaars and carpet shops. There were many views 

from the bus of the mountains and valleys, fields of sheep, 

and people in their daily activities. The highlight of the trip 

was the visit to Persepolis, capital of the ancient Persian 

Empire, and to the tomb of its first king, Cyrus the Great, 

who liberated the Hebrews held captive in Babylon. The 

country felt very safe. The local people were very friendly, 

especially young people who enjoyed the chance to meet 

us and practise their English. There was a positive feeling 

among the people, with young people focused on getting 

their education. We have heard of student protests in Iran, 

but the religious leadership appears to still have very strong 

backing in the country. (Don Payne) Don spoke about his trip 

during the Fourth Sunday speaker series on Jan. 27.

Chris and Susan Ferguson worshipped with us on 

Christmas Sunday, 

during a brief 

visit to Toronto. 

Chris continues to 

serve as Executive 

Secretary for The 

World Council of 

Reformed Churches 

based in Hannover, 

Germany. Susan 

and Chris were visiting their son Peter; daughter Martha is 

teaching in South Korea. 

Sunday Morning:  

Wayne Findleter trouble 

shooting for projected images 

before the service. Wayne’s 

been our weekend custodian 

since 1991. We all count on 

you, Wayne!

b L O O R  P E O P L E

beth is shown in Whitehorse 
by the Yukon River during  

a break in the inquiry  
Photo supplied by Beth Symes

Mary Katsuno, Linda butler &  
Robert t’Hoen Photo by Harold Durnford

Susan Ferguson & Mary Sanderson 
Photo by Harold Durnford

Photo by Harold Durnford
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Randi and Rev. Dr. Martha ter Kuile visited Palestine 

and Israel in November as part of  a group tour organized by 

Marianna Harris and George Bartlett 

Some of you will remember these delightful Palestinian 

children, on their way to school one crisp, sunny morning 

in November. Full of fun and curiosity. I showed you their 

photo during our "Bethlehem Now" presentation at the 

Sunday service on December 9. Here’s a little anecdote about 

another bunch of vibrant kids living near East Jerusalem 

in Anata, in "the House that Canada built". After a lunch 

meeting in a Jerusalem cafe, 

our guest leader, Jeff Halper 

from the Israeli Committee 

Against Home Demolitions, 

gave us the background on 

a Bedouin family we were to 

meet, whose previous home 

had been demolished by the 

Israeli government. Within 

two weeks of the house 

demolition, ICAHD had 

managed to rebuild, with the 

help of Canadian funds. Jeff was a little concerned that we were 

arriving unannounced. No problem. The mothers ushered us 

into a smallish room filled with comfy couches and cheerful 

bird cages of varying colours perched high up on each wall. 

They offered us the friendly hospitality to which we’d been 

treated everywhere, that is, fresh urns of cardamom coffee 

and soothing mint tea. The excited children, ranging from 

age 3 to 11 or so, were hovering at the door to the adjacent 

kitchen, eager to get a closer look at the visitors. Perhaps they 

sensed that Marianna was about to regale them with gifts from 

their Canadian friends: two illustrated children's books, and a 

photograph of a bear strolling down the main street of the town 

of a previous Canadian guest. When a tour of their home was 

offered I joined in, eager to see the lay of the land. One of the 

young girls took me under her wing and became my personal 

guide, pointing out the finer features. The kids’ bedroom was 

decidedly jammed with beds, but adequate and well used. 

Besides, there was an additional home being built on the  

same property, a few metres from this one, to accommodate  

the growing family. 

My new friend, whose name sounded like Judith, 

enveloped me with her smile and twinkling eyes. I spoke 

English to her, which she couldn't understand, but it didn't 

keep us from laughing and connecting as I ooo-ed and aww-

ed over everything she showed me. One of my hopes on this 

trip was to learn a new song and perhaps a folk dance. When 

I brought out my iPhone, one of the girls was more than 

happy to sing into it. It was 

an elaborate Arabic song, 

beyond my abilities, but I will 

treasure her sweet voice. As 

far as dancing goes, I coaxed 

the girls to their feet and we 

stood in a circle...they were 

waiting for me to teach them! 

Laughing again, the happy 

mob got me to sit on the floor 

to read one of the new books, 

entitled "Love". As I read 

through the story, the kids tried out their English and then 

tried to teach me the Arabic. Marianna and George joined 

us after hearing Jeff speak on his vision of a “secular one state 

solution”. We led a spontaneous version of  "The Wheels on 

the Bus", with accompanying movement, and by then it was 

time to go. But I didn't want to leave this wonderful family 

without dancing together! So we got up and stood in a circle, 

once again smiling and giggling awkwardly. By this time, the 

older kids had joined us and one of them, a lovely, poised 

young woman explained my request. All of a sudden, the 

mothers broke into clapping and sang a spirited song as we all 

swayed and bounced around the circle. We'd had some real 

fun together and now it was time to part. One of the mothers 

winked at me and with a saucy grin said: "Why don’t you stay 

here with us?" How heartwarming was that? Long may they 

enjoy the house(s) that Canada built, in safety and love. 

And a Little Child Shall Lead Them by Randi Helmers

Schoolchildren in bethlehem My New Friend in Anata

Photos by Randi Helmers
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February is Heart & Stroke awareness month. 

The 5 Signs of Stroke:

• Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm, or leg  

on one side of the body.

• Sudden confusion, difficulty talking or understanding.

• Sudden vision problems in one or both eyes.

• Sudden, severe difficulty walking, dizziness, loss of 

coordination or balance.

• Sudden, severe headache for no known reason.

The sooner treated, the better. If treatment is started within 

3 hours the results are vastly improved, even sometimes full 

recovery. Go to Emergency quickly. Don’t wait until morning 

to see if you feel better.  

Emergency preparations in our church building: 

Three First Aid kits: in the office; in the narthex (cupboard to 

the left of the centre doors into the sanctuary); in the nursery 

(cupboard). These are periodically checked and replenished.

An Automated External Defibrillator or 

“AED” in the church office. Signs in all the 

rooms tell how to get the AED if needed. 

Directions: During office hours, either send 

to the office for it, or call the office, and it can 

be brought to your location. If the office is locked, please call 

the custodian (number on the signs) and it will be brought to 

you. If someone collapses, call 911 and also call for the AED – 

especially if they are breathing irregularly or are not responding. 

The AED will give instructions. It is programmed so that it can 

assess the heart rhythm and will only tell you to ‘shock’ if it is 

warranted. So do not be afraid of it! Studies have shown that if 

someone needs it, and can have a shock within 4 minutes, their 

chances of survival are greatly improved.

Nurse’s Corner by Nancy Gordon 

The Craddock Lecture 2018 by Nenke Jongkind

Professor Russell, a much-appreciated academic, author 

of many books, one of Canada’s foremost constitutional 

experts is an Order of Canada recipient. His lecture title 

was: Can Canada’s Three Foundational Pillars Slay the 

Pernicious Claim of Sovereignty? His new book will be entitled 

Sovereignty: A Pernicious Claim whose Days are Done. 

Canada’s Three Foundational Pillars: French Canada, 

Indigenous Canada and English-speaking Canada (which 

has evolved to become multicultural) are the pillars. Goals, 

aspirations, circumstances and capacities of these pillars have 

significantly changed over time. 

During Canada’s odyssey the English-speaking pillar 

became the largest and most powerful in the early 1800s.  

Its leaders and most of its people aimed to eliminate the other 

two pillars and make Canada a single, unified British North 

American nation. This goal was to be achieved by clever 

administrative and constitutional means. While the effort was 

made, it was not completed. French Canada and Indigenous 

Canada survived as the “nations within”. 

Canadians have learned throughout this odyssey that living 

well together is of value to all humankind: “Multinational, 

multicultural Canada might offer more useful guidance for 

what lies ahead for the 

peoples of this planet 

than the tidy model 

of the single-nation 

sovereign state.” 

Our Shared Civic 

Culture – The Fourth 

Pillar: The fourth pillar 

of Canada’s odyssey 

is the country’s shared civic culture. This is made up of 

principles, political practices and governmental institutions 

that are acceptable to all three pillars. Our shared civic  

culture is deeper and more organic than what are sometimes 

referred to as “Canadian values”. We tend to take these 

practices and principles for granted. A shared civic culture 

gives us the means of resolving our differences without 

resorting to violence.

Peter Russell is the author of: Two Cheers for Minority 

Government: The Evolution of Canadian Parliamentary 

Democracy, Constitutional Odyssey: Can Canadians Become a 

Sovereign People?, and Recognizing Aboriginal Title: The Mabo 

Case and Indigenous Resistance to English Settler Colonialism.

Martha ter Kuile with Prof. Peter 
Russell Photo by Don Payne
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Christmas Pageant on December 16 

Vintage candlesticks & poinsettias 
Photo by Harold Durnford

Holy Family: Michael, Rebekah & Rachel 
Photo by Don Payne

Musicians David Passmore & Peter 
Tiefenbach with choir Photo by Don Payne

Sanctuary Christmas tree close-up Photo by Harold Durnford

Angel Gabriel Photo by Don Payne

Young readers in pageant Photo by Don Payne

Crèche with nativity figures & animals   
Photo by Harold Durnford
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Geoff Keating is the 

bass soloist in our church 

choir. He grew up in 

south-east Australia and 

enjoys playing tennis.

What was it like 

growing up in Australia?

I grew up in a town 

called Hamilton, about 4 

hours from Melbourne.  

The town supported the local farming community – there is 

a lot of sheep farming. The thing that strikes me as practically 

different is that in Australia you can just head outside! You 

don’t have to put on your coat or boots. You can play outdoor 

sports all year round, which I did.

What were some of your early experiences that led you  

to pursue a degree in music?

I have three older sisters who were involved in choir 

singing; my dad had played cornet in a marching band 

growing up, and my mum also enjoyed music – so they were 

very encouraging of that. Hamilton also supported music 

and the arts, and my high school had a really strong music 

program. I studied the oboe, and sang in the school choir. I 

also experienced some success locally in singing competitions, 

and became more aware of how much I loved music.

You also worked as a travel consultant down under. 

That must have been fun?!

It was! Travel has always interested me. When I finished 

university I needed a job while pursuing singing, and had an 

opportunity to join a retail travel company. Australians love to 

travel so it was a good experience – I was able to, by extension, 

be part of different cultures and places across the world. 

You lived in Australia and the UK before relocating to 

Canada. What prompted the move here?

I first visited Canada in 2001 on a working-holiday visa. 

Previous to that I had been on a singing tour in the US and 

performed in New York. I wanted to pursue singing and also 

see what I could discover on this side of the world. Toronto 

being close to New York is why I ended up here. I did some 

singing with some semi-professional companies and in that 

time met my now wife. After we were married I did not have 

permanent residence in Canada, but we were able to work in 

the UK. So we spent some years there, and returned in 2006.

How did you end up finding our church?

When we returned to Canada, we were still doing some 

singing. One of the things I found quite unique in Canada 

was having soloists in church choirs. As an aspiring singer, 

having a ‘church job’ seemed like the right thing to do – being 

part of a choir as well as having opportunities to sing as a 

soloist. I was introduced to Bloor Street by one of its former 

soprano soloists who was singing here at the time. The choir 

had been looking for a bass soloist, so I auditioned with 

David (Passmore). I guess he thought I was worth a go and 

12 years later I am still the bass lead, and really loving it!

Why is music, and singing, important to you?

It has been a part of me from very early in life. I think that 

music unleashes a lot of emotions and feelings that enable us 

to tackle life and enjoy our time here. Singing here at Bloor 

Street meets both my spiritual needs and also my musical 

needs. Singing is such a physical pursuit – something that we 

really have to throw our entire being into. I think that, for me, 

is why I have continued to sing as long as I have. It makes me 

feel good, it frustrates me at times, but is truly an engagement 

of my being and I just cannot imagine not singing!

Zoe Lei, our organ scholar, generously offered the 

congregation a free organ recital after the service on Jan. 

13. Her virtuosic performance featured music by Bach, 

Mendelssohn, Sweelinck and Liszt. 

Interview with a Bloor Streeter by Nikhil Joshi

Photo by Harold Durnford
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Quick Sketches

International Bell Ringing for Nov. 11. Bloor Street 

United joined the Centennial Commemoration of the end 

of WW1 on Nov. 11. Bells are symbolically a strong way to 

mark important occasions and reminiscent of the ringing of 

bells that signify peace. Organized by the Royal Canadian 

Legion this project was endorsed by local multi-faith groups. 

Bloor Street United joined Old City Hall, Civic Centres, 

other churches and institutions around the world, by ringing 

the bells 100 times at 4:56 p.m., the official time of the 

setting of the sun. 

Ring of Peace. On Nov. 3 our church was surrounded by 

members of our congregation and our City Shul congregation 

as a show of support for City Shul, since eleven people had 

been killed in a shooting during a worship service in the 

Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh on Oct. 27. Gatherings 

were held across Toronto, organized by numerous Muslim 

and interfaith groups. The Toronto Star and CTV Television 

covered these gatherings. 

A short Congregational Meeting was held following the 

service on Sunday, November 25.  We received an update 

and new information on our Redevelopment plans. This 

was an information only meeting. Many members of the 

congregation asked practical and useful questions.

Book Club. The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of each 

month at 1:30 pm in the Board Room. Everyone who has 

read the book is welcome. 

Mar 5 – Stephen Hawking, Brief Answers to Big Questions

Will humanity survive? Does God exist? Should we 

colonize space? 

Apr 2 – William Trevor, Felicia's Journey 

An unmarried, pregnant, penniless young woman steals 

away from her small Irish town to look for her boyfriend in 

the English Midlands.

May 7 – Hannah Fry, Hello World

Investigates how thoroughly algorithms run our world. 

Grannies’ Book Sale.  

Last December, the 

Togogo Grannies 

held a pop-up book 

sale in McClure Hall 

with proceeds going 

to the Stephen Lewis 

Foundation. Thanks to 

the generous support 

of book-loving Bloor 

Streeters, over $300 

was raised to support the Foundation’s educational and 

community-based programs in Africa. Thank you! 

The biennial Lenten Reflections booklet will be available 

on March 10 just prior to the beginning of Lent. Heather 

Hilliard is recruiting writers, Ruth Cathcart and Kay Smythe 

will edit and Nikhil Joshi will do the layout. 

After Sunday Services

Ring of Peace around bloor St. Church on Nov. 3  
Photo by Chuck Baker

Ellen Spears &  
Sue bradshaw

Mary Louise Work, bev 
Stager & Mary Sanderson

Photo by Harold Durnford

Photos by Harold Durnford



 

Visit our website at: www.bloorstreetunited.org

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Tuesday February 12  
Feeding the Spirit – Free Community Supper  
6:00 pm Doors Open 
6:30 pm Dinner

Sunday, February 24 
Speaker Event hosted by Social Justice 

Sunday, March 3 
Congregational Lunch 
Annual General Meeting Part 1 

Tuesday, March 5 
Shrove Tuesday Supper 6:00 pm 

Wednesday March 6 
Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

Tuesday March 12 
Feeding the Spirit – Free Community Supper  
6:00 pm Doors Open 
6:30 pm Dinner

Friday March 22 
Shabbat at Home 
With City Shul

Sunday March 24 
Speaker Event hosted by Social Justice 

Sunday April 7 
Congregational Lunch

Tuesday April 9 
Feeding the Spirit – Free Community Supper  
6:00 pm Doors Open 
6:30 pm Dinner

Thursday April 18 
Maundy Thursday Service 6:00 pm

Friday April 19 
Good Friday Service  
10:30 am

Saturday April 20 
Easter Vigil

Sunday April 21 
Easter Sunday

Sunday May 5 
Congregational Lunch

Monday May 13 
Spring Luncheon

Deadline for the Spring Issue: Sunday March 10, 2019 
Good News on Bloor is edited and published 4 times a year by the 
Communications Committee of Bloor St. United Church. 260 words is the standard 
length for short articles. Longer articles must be arranged in advance with the editor. 
All articles may be edited. Photos will be used if space permits and if suitable for 
publication. All articles and photos are only for church use. Please ask permission of 
the author or photographer for any other use.
Editor: Isabel Ward: booksleuth28@gmail.com
Ministers and Staff may be reached by contacting the church Office at (416) 924-7439
Layout: JANICEKRANGLE jkrangle1@me.com

Tanya Talaga is coming  
To Bloor sTreeT!

Tuesday april 30, 2019
“All Our Relations: Finding the Path Forward” 

Wine and Cheese Reception 6:30 

Talk at 7:30 

Tickets are $35 and will be available from Togogo 
Grannies & on Eventbrite by early March.

Spring fundraiser for the Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign of the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

Ms. Talaga is a Toronto Star columnist 
nominated five times for the Michener 
Award in public service journalism, 
acclaimed author including Seven Fallen 
Feathers, the 2017–2018 Atkinson 
Fellow in Public Policy, and 2018 CBC 
Massey Lecturer.

Our Advent Appeal for 2018 was generously supported by the 
congregation. Over $10,000 was raised for the Refugee Outreach 
Program, the Christian Resource Centre and the Toronto Urban 
Native Ministries in support of food distribution in Pond Inlet on 
northern Baffin Island. 

OuR ANNuAL PANCAke SuPPeR 
Shrove Tuesday 

March 12, 6:00 pm
Open to Bloor & Bathurst congregations & the church neighbourhood

Did you know (from front cover article) ? Piñatas have a long tradition 
in Latin America, primarily in Mexico, where they were introduced by 
the Spanish in the 1600s. Before then, there were similar traditions in 
Japanese, Chinese, Mayan, Aztec, Danish, South Indian and Filipino 
cultures, which included people striking a clay vessel, wooden barrel or 
other container to scatter seeds or treats. For many centuries in Mexico, 
Piñatas were used to remind people of religious teachings. For example, 
the 7 points of a star-shaped Piñata represent the 7 deadly sins.


