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Stairwell on west side of balcony 
Photo by Harold Durnford

Our building plans finally have become real. Our congregation is getting ready 

to vacate our home this fall. Before the walls come down at 300 Bloor Street 

and the deep hole is dug for foundations and underground parking, we need to 

be out of the way of the big machines. Our congregation will be sharing worship 

space with St. Andrew’s United Church, a few blocks to the east, for about three 

years. Meanwhile, crews will take down the old structures, shore up certain heritage 

stone walls and then rebuild a whole new sanctuary, a new McClure Hall, plus new 

meeting rooms and offices.

Over the last few months, our Design Advisory Committee has worked closely 

with the architecture firm KPMB on building design. The design process is quite 

an experience; we move forwards, then we often have to loop back on a plan B; 

then design forwards again in fits and starts. They call that “iterative”. Sometimes 

we feel like pulling out our hair. But in truth, we have made much progress. 

Our sanctuary will be a serene, high ceilinged space, naturally lit by our old 

stained glass windows as links to our heritage. The sanctuary will also give us 

new flexibility, with a raised parterre wrapping around the north and east walls, 

allowing services and performances to be held in either direction. This will 

support continued sharing of our building with the City Shul congregation. 

East-facing services are important to their faith traditions. Our new McClure 

Hall will be right across the hall from the sanctuary and will be well equipped for 

community events of all kinds. McClure Hall will have a glass wall to the north, 

with access to a public garden and walkway. South of McClure Hall we’ll have 

our spacious new kitchen, with new appliances and lots of counter space.

Easy accessibility for all will be key, with the main church entrance doors  

at grade level with Bloor Street. Automatic doors and ramps will help too.  

Both elevators and a handsome open staircase will link to our second floor,  

Continued on page 3
Old exterior brickwork & lamp 
Photo by Isabel Ward
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Congratulations to Sandra Cruickshanks and Tom 

McCauley who became grandparents for the second time on 

Christmas Day. Grace Noel was born to Iain McCauley and 

Krista Schneider. Big sister is Rose. 

Marjorie and Brian Fox have moved to Oakville to be 

closer to their daughter. Marjorie and Brian have been active 

Bloor St. members for many years. Most recently Brian 

was co-chair of the Design Advisory Committee for our 

redevelopment project and Marjorie was one of the helpful 

people behind Sunday’s Information Table. Many thanks 

to Brian and Marjorie who have filled many roles over their 

years at our church. 

Congratulations to Mohsen 

Sabetkoohenjani who became a 

Canadian citizen on January 18. 

Originally from Iran, he spent two years 

in Turkey before coming to Toronto. He 

lived temporarily with Mary Sanderson 

and then Maure and Ron Kentner. 

Mohsen thanks all congregation 

members for giving him this wonderful 

opportunity. He now lives and works 

in Calgary where he has made good friends and shares his 

apartment with his dog Titan. Being in Canada has allowed 

him to have a dog which was a childhood wish. Mohsen  

was an electrical engineer in Iran and is now working as  

a customer IT specialist. He hopes to go back to school.  

He enjoys free time in Calgary’s parks and, on occasion,  

gets to the mountains.

Congratulations to Rev. Ralph Carl Wushke who is 

the new pastor at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

downtown Toronto. He was formerly the longtime minister 

at neighbouring Bathurst United. First ordained into the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, he was forced to 

leave in the 1980s after coming out as a gay man. On Jan. 

18 he was officially reinstated. 

Congratulations to Martha Reyes 

Huependo who became a Canadian 

citizen in the late fall. Marta is  

our Refugee Outreach Worker.  

We celebrated with a cake after the 

service on Nov. 3.

b L O O R  P E O P L E

Mohsen & Titan 
Photo by Maure 
Kentner

Martha with her welcome cake  
Photo by Harold Durnford

Art Therapy in Northern Saskatchewan by Mary Sanderson

Unexpectedly, in mid-December I received an invitation 
to provide Art Therapy in three remote Saskatchewan 

communities 60 km south of the NWT: Fond du Lac is only 
accessible by air and has 800 residents; Stony Rapids, even 
smaller, is about 15 minutes by air from Fond du Lac and 
adjacent to Black Lake – the largest. All these communities 
are Dene.

Working with groups of women, suicide surfaced again and 
again in both their art and their conversations – a nephew, a 
child, a cousin, a best friend. It was sobering to sit with those 
who were personally and deeply affected. I also worked with 
Grades 8 and 9. These teenagers were a handful! They were not 
easily able to express their feelings but when they did it was 
about anxiety, stress and depression. I felt there was a lack of 
hope in these communities. On the bright side, there are some 
wonderfully caring teachers – many of them Dene – working 
hard to attempt to address the challenges they face.

In spite of the record-breaking temperatures – during my 
first week, the temperature never rose above minus 30C and 
was often between minus 38C and 48C – I tried to get out 
for a walk. I was grateful to friends and family who had lent 
me warm clothes that enabled me to enjoy the crisp, clean, 
and often sunny air! 

One source of joy in each community is a beautifully 
maintained and well used arena – a professional size rink with 
free access to the ice for everyone. Hockey is the most popular 
sport in town!

While I was very grateful to be able to do Art Therapy 
with many individuals and groups and to  connect, even if 
only for a short time, with many people whose lives are so 
different from mine, I left with a heavy heart, knowing that 
their problems are with them until we as a country can figure 
out how to provide ongoing support and never give up  until 
there is real change.
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Moving Towards Moving Continued from front cover

where our modern staff offices will 

be clustered for easy teamwork, along 

with attractive meeting rooms. We 

hope to provide features like sinks 

and sprung floors for arts and dance 

groups. These spaces will also help us 

serve the broader community with 

programs like our refugee outreach 

work – and new projects we haven’t 

even thought of yet, to support our 

mission: A Community Exploring Faith, Seeking Justice, and 

Living with Respect in Creation. 

Our new building will also have environmental features: 

the city’s Green Standards require them. For example, there 

will be Green Roof sections, and windows will have patterned 

glazing so birds don’t fly into them. The energy efficiency 

of the new building must be at least 15% better than the 

Ontario Building Code. There will be safe bike parking and 

charging stations for electric vehicles. There are even rules 

about how many street trees are required (at least 11) and  

how much root space and soil each new tree must receive. 

Our congregation is embarking on a great adventure, and 

we’re confident we will be changed, challenged and enriched 

by this experience.

St. Andrew’s sanctuary during our June visit 
Photo by Don Payne

bird’s-eye view of St. Andrew’s sanctuary  
Photo by Harold Durnford

BSUC Website is Growing by Mary Louise Work

Our new website was launched December 17 and we 

have received very positive feedback. People say that 

it’s easy to find things, and that it has a clean, uncluttered 

look. Some folks have found a few typos and mistakes, so we 

are tidying up. Thanks to everyone who provided comments 

and corrections. All reactions are still very welcome. Go to 

bloorstreetunited.org and please let us know.  

One improvement coming soon thanks to Jason, our web 

designer, is the addition of an “Events” tab which will provide 

users, who are not familiar with Bloor Street, a snapshot of 

what’s happening. The tab needs to be regularly updated 

to keep it fresh – and to keep people returning to see what 

exciting things they might participate in. 

The Events tab will take users to information about 

activities such as Bloor Street’s monthly Feeding the Spirit 

dinners and the Pancake Supper. In addition, a visually 

effective scrolling banner currently appears on the website 

home page. It will advertise and promote the most significant 

“high profile” events in our church life, for example, the 

Craddock Lecture on March 1 and the United Church 

Moderator’s visit on March 22. 

Another development in process is the next edition of the 

Congregational Directory. The recent fall edition encountered 

a few significant formatting glitches which will be eliminated 

by using a layout compatible with web posting. Before a new 

Members’ tab can go live however, we will have worked out 

the usual protocols such as “how do I change my PIN?”,  

“I forgot my password”, “who can access my information?”, 

and “how do I update my address?" Only when all these 

access and change protocols have been worked out will 

a new “Members” tab on the website be created. Privacy 

considerations are critical. Only Bloor Streeters will have 

access to the information in the Directory…. which some 

might say is more secure than how we handle the paper 

Directory now!

The Communications Committee acknowledges Susan 

Jennings in taking on new responsibilities to support the 

website and its evolution. Committee members (Jane Armstrong, 

Harold Durnford, Anne Hogg, Joan Irwin, Nenke Jongkind, 

Isabel Ward and Mary Louise Work) welcome your ideas, 

suggestions and participation in our projects. Please speak to us 

about what could be done to improve future communications 

within the congregation and the broader community.
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Finding the HOLY in the HOLY Land by Nora McKay

Last April I accepted an invitation from George Bartlett 

and Marianna Harris for a fall pilgrimage to Palestine 

and Israel. The opportunity of a lifetime; the ‘Come and See’ 

trip was arranged by SABEEL, an Ecumenical Liberation 

Theology Centre in Jerusalem.  

Each day we met with various Palestinian and Israeli 

speakers and activists from the religious and business 

communities as well as authors, professors, and an ecumenical 

accompanier. We travelled throughout the region from 

Bethlehem to Nazareth (through military checkpoints) 

visiting beautiful churches (Nativity, Synagogue, and Church 

of the Resurrection), mosques and shrines (Al-Aqsa, Dome of 

the Rock) and other holy sites, learning about their historical 

and religious significance. Unfortunately, the bustling crowds 

at the Christian holy sites interfered with my ability to fully 

appreciate my surroundings. Fortunately, I did find time for 

quiet reflection at the Sea of Galilee, the Mount of Beatitudes, 

and the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Some of the highlights of the trip were: visiting the Tent 

of Nations, a farm that manages to focus on ‘peace-building 

and non-violent resistance’ (in spite of continual legal battles 

with the Israeli government over land ownership); meeting 

with leaders from Khan al-Ahmar, a Bedouin community that 

is under constant threat of demolition and relocation; taking 

part in the Contemporary Stations of the Cross, stopping at 

military checkpoints and at a house demolition to reflect, read 

testimonies and scripture and sing; a walking tour through 

the Palestinian part of Hebron 

with a Canadian ecumenical 

accompanier where we saw the 

devastating impact that the Military 

Occupation and Israeli government 

policies have had on the Palestinian 

people; and listening to all of the 

remarkable stories of struggle  

and hope. This is where I found the 

HOLY in the Holy Land.

On my flight home I reflected 

on the incredible experiences and 

on the warmth and hospitality of the Palestinian people. It was 

difficult and painful to hear about the injustices (e.g. the lack of 

basic human rights) that they were suffering under the Military 

Occupation but it was also inspiring to hear about their resolve 

to seek and make changes through non-violent actions.

My journey did not end on November 28. I now have a 

responsibility to take action by sharing these remarkable stories 

and finding ways to continually support the Palestinian people. 

Omar Haramy, our dynamic guide from SABEEL, is 

planning a cross-country speaking tour in April, Toronto 

being one of his stops. I am looking forward to helping to 

organize this important tour. If you are interested in learning 

more about his visit or action that you can take, please 

contact me or Maure or Ron Kentner.

We are in a time of change. And one of the things that 

can and does change, is our language.  

For many years we have had, at Bloor Street, a Parish 

Nurse. Have you ever wondered why that is the name of the 

position, when in the United Church we don’t use that word 

for our congregation? It’s just one of those things.

The concept of parish nursing came up from the US, 

brought here by a Lutheran Minister, and so the terminology 

was just adopted. To be honest, it never sat quite right with 

me, but it never occurred to me that anything could be 

done, and I just went along with it without much thought.

However, in Ontario, our professional body – the 

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario (RNAO) recently 

approached us to consider changing the name of our 

specialty. They pointed out that the word “Parish” in most 

circles implies Christianity. The RNAO is the professional 

association for all nurses regardless of religion or any other 

divisive definition. Nurses of any religion should feel 

connected and supported by our colleagues.

So, after discussion we all voted to change our name to: 

Faith Community Nurse. A little bit of a mouthful, but a 

more comfortable feeling.

Nurse’s Corner by Nancy Gordon 

Maure & Ron Kentner in 
an Old Jerusalem restau-
rant Photo by Nora McKay
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1. Old glass ball on our 2019  
    Christmas tree  
    Photo by Harold Durnford

2. Our extra tall Christmas tree 
    Photo by Harold Durnford 

3. Window overlooking west end       of lower narthex  
    Photo by Harold Durnford

4. Angel from our Nativity Stable     Photo by Harold Durnford

Christmas Memories
1

4

5

6 7

2 3

5. Christmas Eve  

    Photo by Harold Durnford 

6. The burnett Family  

    as the Holy Family  

    Photo by Don Payne

7. Christmas Carol band  

    in McClure Hall  

    Photo by Harold Durnford
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Interview with a BLoor Streeter by Nikhil Joshi

John Patterson is a third generation Bloor Streeter 

and believes he is the longest attending member of the 

congregation after Kay Smythe.

You have had a long association with the church.  

Tell us about it.

My parents and my grandparents went to Bloor Street 

– my grandparents lived on Huron Street while the other 

side of the family lived on Robert Street, and both attended 

Bloor. I guess my parents met through the church, and I’ve 

been attending my whole life. I was baptized at the church 

by Dr. Pidgeon, and married there by Don Gillies. I also 

remember when I was a child, ours was one of the few 

families that walked to church – most people drove or took 

public transit. I have always sat up in the gallery, and as a 

member of the Design and Advisory Committee (DAC) 

have tried to ensure that the redeveloped sanctuary will  

also have a gallery!

Speaking of being married at the church, how did  

you meet your wife?

I met my wife through the High Park Ski Club. 

Back then it was mostly single people, with about 1000 

members, and we would go on ski trips around the city  

and further away.

Did you attend Sunday School? What was it like  

back then?

There were a lot more kids, maybe about a hundred.  

I remember there were two ladies who ran the school.    

The kids met in the classrooms on the third floor (now 

offices), and there were also groups for teenagers and youth. 

Tell us about your election as president of the young 

adults ‘Campus Club’.

I was part of the Campus Club which was quite a large 

concern during my time, and I remember Bob Hilliard and 

I ran against each other for president! I’m not sure how 

it happened that there was a contest - because over the 

years people usually need to be asked to take up positions. 

To the best of my knowledge that was the only contested 

election in all the years I’ve been at Bloor Street. I won the 

election... though I don’t know why. 

You have been on the Finance Committee for a long 

time. How did you get involved?

I went to UTS, which is part of U of T. When I was in 

grade 13 we were given the university application and told 

to turn it in the next day! I had no idea what I wanted to 

do, and at first thought I’d pursue chemical engineering 

but had scored 26% on my Christmas exams; I looked 

over the shoulder of the guy next to me and he had written 

‘Commerce’ on his application, so I put that on mine. 

After graduation I worked for a chartered accounting firm, 

and was about 26 years old when I was asked to perform a 

finance audit for the church. That’s when I began sitting on 

the Finance Committee and have been on it for the last 50 

years or so. I have never served as chair of the committee, 

as I prefer to sit in the background so long as the chairs do 

what I tell them to do!

As a born and raised Torontonian you have seen the 

city go through some significant changes. What strikes 

you as something constant amidst all of this? 

The Annex area – most of the buildings that I remember 

as a child are still around. And of course the church, which 

continues to draw people from across the city like it always has.

Ilse & John Patterson Photo by Don PayneIlse & John Patterson Photo by Don Payne



7

Quick Sketches

Our annual Congregational Meeting Part 1: Finance 

and Administration will be held after the service on 

February 23. Refreshments will be available. 

Our Lenten Reflections book for 2020 is available 

beginning on Feb. 23 just before Ash Wed. on Feb. 26. People 

reflected on their relationships with Bloor St. Church this year as 

we prepare to leave our memory-filled building. Easter Sunday 

is April 12. 

Refugee Outreach Program Christmas Party. Saturday 

conversation group participants took charge of the 2019 

Christmas Party planning and implementation. An 

enthusiastic team of 8 women and men volunteers cooked 

all day the day before, preparing traditional Venezuelan 

Christmas food. About 80 people gathered on December 

21 for a wonderful 

dinner, time to talk 

with friends and family 

games. Thanks to 

everyone who supported 

ROP's many Christmas 

activities – toys for 

kids, warm coats for 

newcomers, party help 

(especially clean-up!) 

and great photos. (Sue Kaiser)

Marmalade. Nearly 300 jars of Bloor St.’s famous and 

delicious marmalade were made in late Jan. and early 

Feb. and sold quickly. Many hands helped in the kitchen. 

Proceeds benefit the church’s music program. 

Gibimishkaadimin’s Reunion 

will take place on March 6–8 at 

Rosedale United Church.

Please come to meet the youth 

and to hear their wisdom at the 

10:30 Sunday service at 

Rosedale, 159 Roxborough 

Dr on March 8. We are 

now recruiting Indigenous 

youth from across Canada 

and non-Indigenous youth 

from the Shining Waters 

Council region for our 

fourth canoe trip. The 

dates are August 21–29, 

2020. If you know anyone 

who might be interested, 

please speak to Mary 

Sanderson or Beth Symes.

Friendly faces

Calixto & Carmen with their grand-
son at the party  Photo by Don Payne

Canoes on the 2019 Canoe Trip   

Lunch for all! Ruth & Murray Cathcart

The spring issue of Good News on Bloor will be shorter than usual.  
Only 4 pages, instead of the usual 8, will be available for text. Please 
contact the editor, at least a week in advance of the deadline, if you would 
like to submit a brief item or short article. For this abbreviated issue, early 
submissions will be given priority. It’s only February but don’t hesitate! If 
you have questions or items you’d like to see in the spring issue, let us know 
soon. The deadline is March 22. Editor Isabel Ward can be reached at: 
booksleuth28@gmail.com

Photos by Harold Durnford

            



 

Visit our website at: www.bloorstreetunited.org

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Sunday February 16 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne 

“The God of Social Justice”

Sunday February 23 
Rev Michael Blair 
Annual General Meeting Part I, Finance & Admin. 
Following the service

Wednesday February 26 
Ash Wednesday Service

Sunday March 1 
Craddock Speaker: Elizabeth May MP

Tuesday March 10 
Feeding the Spirit Community Supper 
6:00pm Doors open 
6:30pm Dinner

Sunday March 22 
Guest: Rev. Richard Bott  
United Church of Canada Moderator

Sunday April 5 
Palm Sunday 
Congregational Lunch following the service 
Therapeutic Touch 12:45pm

Thursday April 9 
Maundy Thursday Service 
Trinity-St. Paul’s United

Friday April 10 
Good Friday Service  
Bloor Street United

Sunday April 12 
Easter Sunday 
Communion

Tuesday April 14  
Feeding the Spirit Community Supper 
6:00pm Doors open 
6:30pm Dinner

Monday April 20 
Spring Lunch  
Hosted by the Congregational Care Committee

Saturday May 2 
Christmas in May Gala

Deadline for the Winter Issue: Sunday March 22, 2020 
Good News on Bloor is edited and published 4 times a year by the 
Communications Committee of Bloor St. United Church. All submissions may 
be edited. All articles and photos are only for church use. Please ask permission 
of the author or photographer for any other use. Please note that the spring 
issue will be shorter than usual. All submissions should be concise. There may 
not be room for last minute submissions so please inform the editor ahead  
of the deadline if you have news or a short item to include in this issue.  
Editor: Isabel Ward: booksleuth28@gmail.com,  
Ministers and Staff may be reached by contacting the Church Office at  
(416) 924-7439. Layout: JANICEKRANGLE jkrangle1@me.com

balcony Pillars on west side of  
sanctuaryPhoto by Harold Durnford

Bloor Street’s Last Gala   
in Olde McClure Hall
SATURDAY MAY 2 AT 6:30 PM

Come join us for Christmas in May banquet 

We trade in the May-pole for the Yule log!  

Be prepared for visits by the spirits of Bloor Street Past

Bloor Street Present & Bloor Street Future!

Tickets $20 plus donation to Refugee Sponsorship.

Rev. Richard Bott,  
Moderator of the  
United Church of 

Canada  
visits the  

Bloor St. Sunday service  
on March 22

MARCH 1   
ELIZABETH MAY

Federal Member of Parliament for the Green Party
Former leader of the Green Party of Canada

CraddoCk LeCture  
“Faith in the Time of Climate Emergency”


