ORDER OF SERVICE
St. Matthew’s United Church, Bloor Street United Church,
and Trinity-St. Paul’s United Church, Toronto
July 3, 2022
10.30 am
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Minister: Rev. Dr. Martha ter Kuile
Music Director: David Passmore
Soloist: Sam Jones
ZOOM-host: Brad Antle
PRELUDE

Piano Blues No. 1

Aaron Copland

WELCOME AND LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
And Jesus said: I am the light of the world.
INTROIT

Simple Gifts

Shaker song, arr. Aaron Copland

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,
‘tis the gift to come down where you ought to be.
And when you find yourself in the place just right,
‘twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed.
To turn, turn, will be our delight
‘til in turning, turning we come round right.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE LAND
In this holy place, we breathe, and with each breath we are connected
in the reciprocity between all things green and growing and all creatures
the One breath that hovers over all creation.
We remember with gratitude our kinship
with all beings of the land,
members of the whole earth community,
our kinship with Love incarnate.

We remember the groaning of the land:
of waters poisoned, air polluted, soil barren,
creatures disappearing.
Sacred waters of compassion wash over us,
soothing rains restore us, rivers soften the hard places,
oceans surround us, drawing us into One body.
As we gather in this holy place we recognize that for thousands of years this land has been a sacred
gathering place for many peoples of Turtle Island. We respectfully acknowledge that we are on the
traditional territory of several Indigenous Nations and wish to pay special recognition to the
Mississaugas of the Credit. We give thanks for their care of the land as gift and covenant
responsibility.
We acknowledge that we are on the lands of Treaty 13, the Toronto Purchase,
legacy of the dispossession of the Mississaugas of the Credit from all their land. The Mississauga
continue to hold all their lands as sacred trust.
As people of faith
We commit to listen and learn from the teaching of elders
deepening our understanding of creation
and the Mystery that surrounds us.
We commit to work to redress the wrongs of the past and present
on a path of mutuality and respect.
CALL TO WORSHIP

adapted from Stephen Milton

As light flows from distant stars
and our sun through these windows
into this sacred space,
let us see God’s holy vision for us.
As the sounds of the street, birds,
and the greetings of friends and strangers
fill God’s house,
let us listen for God’s words.
As we carry our thoughts,
hopes and dreams into this time of worship
and into these pews
let us sing and pray
and know God’s sacred presence.
OPENING HYMN MV 135

Called by Earth and Sky

Refrain:
Called by earth and sky,
promise of hope held high.
This is our sacred living trust,
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treasure of life sanctified,
called by earth and sky
Precious this gift, the air we breathe; wind born and free.
Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place, our gathering and our grace. Refrain
Precious these mountains, ancient sands; vast fragile land.
Seeds of our wakening, rooted and strong, Creation's faithful song. Refrain
Precious the fire that lights the way, bright dawning day.
Fire of passion, sorrows undone, our faith and justice one. Refrain
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with signs of the peace of Christ.
HYMN VU 675

Will Your Anchor Hold

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life?
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife,
when the strong tides lift and the cables strain,
will your anchor drift or firm remain?
Refrain
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!
It will surely hold in the straits of fear,
when the breakers tell that the reef is near;
though the tempest rave and the wild winds blow,
not an angry wave shall our bark o'erflow. Refrain
It will surely hold in the floods of death,
when the waters cold chill our latest breath;
on the rising tide you can never fail
while our hopes abide within the veil. Refrain
When our eyes behold, through the gathering night,
the city of gold, our harbour bright,
we shall anchor fast by the heavenly shore,
with the storms all past for evermore. Refrain
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SCRIPTURE

Luke 10.1-11

Read in French by Marcelle St-Amant

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of
wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house
you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your
peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not
move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you,
eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of
God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you,
go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe
off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’
SOLO

Sing a Simple Song
Sing God a simple song:
Lauda, Laudē
Make it up as you go along:
Lauda, Laudē
Sing like you like to sing.
God loves all simple things,
For God is the simplest of all,
For God is the simplest of all.
I will sing the Lord a new song
To praise Him, to bless Him, to bless the Lord.
I will sing His praises while I live
All of my days.
Blessed is the one who loves the Lord,
Blessed is the one who praises Him.
Lauda, Lauda, Laudē
And walks in His ways.
I will lift up my eyes
To the hills from whence comes my help.
I will lift up my voice to the Lord
Singing Lauda, Laudē.
For the Lord is my shade,
Is the shade upon my right hand,
And the sun shall not smite me by day
Nor the moon by night.
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Leonard Bernstein (from Mass)

Blessed is the one who loves the Lord,
Lauda, Lauda, Laudē,
And walks in His ways.
Lauda, Lauda, Laudē,
Lauda, Lauda di da di day.
All of my days.
SCRIPTURE

2 Kings 5.1-14

SERMON

Simplify

HYMN MV 98

Like a River of Tears

Martha ter Kuile

Like a river of tears your love pours upon us;
like a sunshine of blessing your grace will sustain us;
like a star-studded sky your spirit shines o’er us,
renewing our spirits with courage and faith.
Like a bird in free flight by windows around us;
like a wind in the forest that breathes life among us;
like a phoenix that’s rising from ashes around us,
renewing our spirits with vision and grace.
Like a pillar of cloud you promise to guide us;
like a bright fiery bush you come to speak to us;
like a calm cooling breeze your spirit breathes in us,
renewing our spirits with loving embrace.
Like a lover’s caress your spirit revives us;
like a song of the soul you come to be with us;
like a prayer of the heart you heal and restore us,
renewing our spirits, the future to face.
OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A United Church Creed, 1968 (alt.)

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
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We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH
MOMENTS OF AWE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Mary Louise Work

We join in prayer for healing and transformation with
Benoit Boutet, Ann Cooper, Roeland Hartmans, Kent Jackson, Don Matheson, Diane Montgomery,
Sita Ramanujam, Karl Shuler, Marion Wall, John Goddard, Jack Brannigan, Fran Coughlin and her
family on the death of her son, Lexie Tynan, father of Leigh and grandfather of Stella, the family of
Alberta Billy, Rodolfo Estrada Alcorta, Ayham Asma, Chro Zand, Iris Horowitz, Maya Tarud, Karen
Hilfman Millson, Shannon Cottrell, Satinder Singh, Toni Wise, Jaki Mackinlay, Vova, Lee Potts, Dan
Beckett, Andreas Prinz, Zhyar M. Saeed, Mary Marshall, Judi Bonner, Mary and Lorraine Lederer;
Helen Cootes, Laurie’s family and her mother Shirley, Beatrice’s mother’s health, Peduhbun Migizi
Kwe/Catherine Brooks, Cynthia Drakes, Gail, Cynthia and Alex, Dorothy Henry, Lloyd Batchelor,
Shireen, Sadie Dawson and Alex Hodges, Casilda, Cassandra, Rosie, Daphne and Liliah, the Alaalyan
families..

THE CASA DEL SOL PRAYER OF JESUS

Paraphrase by John Phillip Newell

Ground of all being,
Mother of life, Father of the universe,
Your name is sacred, beyond speaking.
May we know your presence,
may your longings be our longings in heart and in action.
May there be food for the human family today
and for the whole earth community.
Forgive us the falseness of what we have done
as we forgive those who are untrue to us.
Do not forsake us in our time of conflict
but lead us into new beginnings.
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For the light of life,
the vitality of life,
and the glory of life are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN VU 288

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, God our Creator,
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou has been thou forever wilt be.
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided -great is thy faithfulness, ever to me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow -wondrous the portion thy blessings provide. Refrain
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
SING AMEN
POSTLUDE

Minuet

G. F. Handel (Water Music)
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