ORDER OF SERVICE
St. Matthew’s United Church, Bloor Street United Church,
and Trinity-St. Paul’s United Church
Toronto
July 31, 2022
10.30 am
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
Minister: Rev. Dr. Michelle Voss Roberts
Organist: David Passmore
Soloist: Emily Ding
ZOOM-host: Brad Antle
PRELUDE
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
And so we gather in this place where so many have gathered before us… As we gather
together, we acknowledge this sacred land. It has been a site of human activity for more than
15,000 years. This is Treaty 13 Territory. It is the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat and
Petun First Nations, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Seneca, the Metis Nation and the
Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, the meeting place of Toronto is still the home to many
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to
gather in community, on this territory. We are also mindful of broken covenants and the need
to strive to make right with all our relations. As treaty people we commit to listen, learn, and
work towards justice and reconciliation.
WELCOME AND LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
When they asked him, who are you, Jesus replied: “I am the light of the world.”
SOLO INTROIT
Recitative:
And God said,
Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed,
and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself upon the earth;
and it was so.
Air:
With verdure clad the fields appear,

delightful to the ravish'd sense;
by flowers sweet and gay
enhanced is the charming sight.
Here fragrant herbs their odours shed;
here shoots the healing plant;
with copious fruit the expanded boughs are hung;
in leafy arches twine the shady groves;
o'er lofty hills majestic forests wave.
CALL TO WORSHIP * portions of today’s liturgy are adapted from the Iona Community
Iona Abbey Worship Book, 2017
God above us –
trees, birds and sunshine,
stars and moonlight –
God above us.
God beneath us –
earth, rocks and rivers,
roots and caverns –
God beneath us.
God around us –
seas, winds and cities,
animals and people
God around us.
God within us –
hope, tears and laughter,
love and wonder –
God within us.
God above us,
God beneath us,
God around us,
God within us,
We celebrate that
you made us,
you love us
and you call us to work and rest with you.
OPENING PRAYER *
Thank you, God,
Thanks for your beauty:
The twinkle in an older person’s eye,
A child’s shout of laughter;
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Thanks for greening trees and frozen waterfalls,
Stunning buildings and flowerbeds in summer.
Thanks for beauty.
Thank you, God,
thanks for creativity:
the skills of a tapestry weaver,
the imagination of a web designer;
thanks for bakers and dancers and crossword compilers,
for spiders’ webs and city murals.
Thanks for creativity.
Thank you, God,
thanks for abundance:
for seeds and raindrops,
For grains of sand and infinite galaxies;
thanks for seagulls, plankton and shoals of salmon,
for wriggling worms and golden dandelions.
Thanks for abundance.
Thanks for your world, God,
and for our part in it.
Thanks that you are a maker,
and that you made us makers, too.
Help us to love creation as you love it,
to take risks and to value it as Jesus did,
and draw us into the wildness and wonder
of your Holy Spirit
today and every day.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN VU 559

Come, O Fount of Every Blessing

Come, O Fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing your grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing
call for songs of endless praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it,
mount of God’s unfailing love.
Here I pause in my sojourning,
giving thanks for having come,
come to trust, at every turning,
God will guide me safely home.
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Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God,
came to rescue me from danger,
precious presence, precious blood.
O, to grace how great a debtor
daily I am drawn anew!
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to you.
Prone to wander, I can feel it,
wander from the love I’ve known:
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
seal it for your very own.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with signs of the peace of Christ.
SCRIPTURE

Colossians 1:15-20

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.
These are the words of life, which in faith become the Living Word.
Thanks be to God.
SOLO

For You, Deep Stillness

Words: Julie Perrin 1996
Music: Robin Mann 1996

For you, deep stillness of the silent inland;
for you, deep blue of the desert skies,
for you, flame red of the rocks and stones;
for you, sweet water from hidden springs.
From the edges seek the heartlands,
and when you're burnt by the journey,
may the cool winds of the hovering Spirit soothe and replenish you;
in the name of Christ...
SERMON

The Weaving of Heaven and Earth
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Rev. Dr. Michelle Voss Roberts

HYMN OF RESPONSE VU 307

Touch the Earth Lightly

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care:
gift of great wonder, ours to surrender,
trust for the children tomorrow will bear.
We who endanger, who create hunger,
agents of death for all creatures that live,
we who would foster clouds of disaster,
God of our planet, forestall and forgive!
Let there be greening, birth from the burning,
water that blesses and air that is sweet,
health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children,
regeneration that peace will complete.
God of all living, God of all loving,
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun,
teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us,
using us gently and making us one.
OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS OF AWE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
TSP Prayers: Kenn Chaplin (in palliative care), Rev. Keletso, Rev. Michael Cottrell, John Goddard and
Jack Brannigan, Fran Coughlin and her family on the death of her son, Lexie Tynan, father of Leigh
and grandfather of Stella, Rodolfo Estrada Alcorta, Ayham Asmar, Chro Zand, Iris Horowitz, Maya
Tarud, Karen Hilfman Milson, Satinder, Singh, Toni Wise, Jaki Mackinlay, Lee Potts, Dan Beckett,
Zhyar M. Saeed, Mary Marshall, Judi Bonner, Mary and Lorraine Lederer
Bloor Street Prayers: Benoit Boutet, Ann Cooper, Roeland Hartmans, Marta Huependo, Don
Matheson, Diane Montgomery, Sita Ramanujam, Karl Shuler, Marion Wall
St. Matt’s Prayers: Helen Cootes, Laurie’s mother, Shirley, Beatrice’ mother’s health, Peduhbun
Migizi Kwe/Catherine Brooks, Cynthia Drakes, Cynthia and Alex, Dorothy Henry, Lloyd Batchelor,
Shireen, Sadie Dawson and Alex Hodges, Casilda, Cassandra, Rosie, Daphne and Lilliah, the
Alaalyan families
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THE PRAYER OF JESUS
Our Mother and Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kin-dom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

The Peace of the Earth

Words and Music: Guatemalan Traditional,
trans. Christine Carson; arr. John Bell

Sung once by soloist, then twice by all:
The peace of the earth be with you,
the peace of the heavens too;
the peace of the rivers be with you,
the peace of the oceans too.
Deep peace falling over you;
God’s peace growing in you.
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION*
May the heavens bless you.
May the sun shine on you.
May the rain dance on your bare feet.
May the stars make you wonder and smile.
May the earth bless you,
And may you bless the earth
In planting and protest,
And sharing food.
SING AMEN
POSTLUDE
Portions of today’s liturgy are from the Creation Liturgy of the Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book
(Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 2017), 165-174.
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