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PRELUDE

Jesus Christ, Our Saviour

Pachelbel

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 43:1–7)
Come in, hearing these words:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
Come in, knowing these words to be true:
I have called you by name, you are mine.
Come in, feeling these words in your bones:
You are precious in my sight.
We come to worship, hearing, knowing, feeling the love and wonder of our God.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE LAND
This has been a site of human activity for more than 15,000 years. This land
where we are today is the territory of the Wendat and Petun First Nations, the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Seneca, the Metis Nation, and the
Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, the meeting place of Toronto is still the home

to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have
the opportunity to gather in community, on this territory. We are also mindful of
broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
OPENING HYMN VU 210 You Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
Words: Syliva Dunstan, 1984. Music: John Van Maanen, 1984. Words copyright 1991, G.I.A.
Publications Inc. Music copyright 1984, John Van Maanen.

You Lord, are both lamb and shepherd. You lord, are both prince and slave.
You, peacemaker and sword bringer of the way you both took and gave.
You the everlasting instant, you whom we both scorn and crave.
Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross,
Shining eternal glory, beggared by a soldier’s toss.
You the everlasting instant, you who are both gift and cost.
You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side.
You who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide.
You the everlasting instant, you who are our pilgrim guide.
Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ!
Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife.
You the everlasting instant, you, who are our death and life.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with signs of the peace of Christ.
SCRIPTURE: Luke 1:57-80

Nancy McNee

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going
to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be
called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this
name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he
wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is
John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over
all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the
entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said,
“What then will this child become?” For indeed the hand of the Lord was
with him.
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who has looked favorably on [the] people and redeemed them.
God has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of David, […]
Thus God has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors
and has remembered the holy covenant,
the oath that God swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us, that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness
in God's presence all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the ways,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Because of the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness
until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
These are the words of life, which in faith become the Living Word.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

Shine Jesus Shine

Lord, the light of Your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining.
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us.
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
From the shadows into Your radiance;
By the blood, I may enter Your brightness.
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness.
Shine on me, shine on me
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory.
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story.
Shine on me, shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory.

Kendrick/Hayes

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let, let there be light.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light!
SERMON

From Generation to Generation

Lauren Hodgson

OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
Tell me, where is the road
I can call my own
That I left, that I lost
So long ago
All these years I have wandered
Oh, when will I know
There's a way, there's a road
That will lead me home
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
After wind, after rain
When the dark is done
As I wake from a dream
In the gold of day
Through the air there's a calling
From far away
There's a voice I can hear
That will lead me home
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo

The Road Home

Stephen Paulus

Rise up, follow me
Come away, is the call
With the love in your heart
As the only song
There is no such beauty
As where you belong
Rise up, follow me
I will lead you home
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
Ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo-ooo
TESTIMONY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE –
Bloor Street
In our ongoing prayer cycle:
Maure and Ron Kentner, Sue Lam, Val Lem, Sheena and Peter Levitt, Peter
Lewis
Healing and Transformation:
Ann Cooper, Roeland Hartmans, Don Matheson, Diane Montgomery, Angus
Muller, Karl Shuler, Heather Young’s cousin, Rev. Sam Young and Cindy, his
wife.
St. Matthew's – Jayne Cooke, Beatrice’s mother’s health, Laurie’s family and her
mother Shirley, Peduhbun Migizi Kwe/Catherine Brooks, Cynthia Drakes,
Dorothy Henry, Lloyd Batchelor, Shireen, Casilda, Cassandra, Rosie, Daphne
and Lilliah, Sadie Dawson, Alex Hodges, the Alaalyan families, Karen Hilfman
Millson, Joseph Kizza, and Nelly Kimunguyi
THE PRAYER OF JESUS
Our Mother and Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kin-dom, the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN MV 216 Wherever You May Go
Words and music: David Kai, 1996. Copyright David Kai, 1996, c/o Pickering Village United
Church, 300 Church St. N, Ajax, ON, L1T 2W7. Used by permission.

Wherever you may go, I will follow,
And your people shall be my people too.
Wherever you may go, I will follow,
For I would be faithful, loyal and true.
Say the word and I will stay,
I will never go away,
We will travel side by side
And God’s love will be our guide.
From beginning to the end
I will always be your friend,
When you need me, I’ll be there,
You can trust my faithful care.
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
SING AMEN
Amen Siakudumisa (Sing Amen). Author: S. C. Molefe (1991). South African traditional.
Copyright: © 1991 Lumko Institute. Used with permission.
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