
  

  

  

  

ORDER OF SERVICE  

St. Matthew’s United Church and Bloor Street United Church  

Toronto  

 

Second Sunday in Advent 

   

December 4, 2022  

10.30 am  

   

Ministers: Russ Daye and Lauren Hodgson  

Music Directors: Paul Jessen and Mikey Zahorak  

ZOOM-host: Brad Antle  

  

PRELUDE      Joseph is Well Married to the Daughter of Jessie 
French Noel arr. Balbastre  

 

WELCOME  

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE LAND  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
From A Sanctified Art      

 

OPENING PRAYER 

From A Sanctified Art          

  

OPENING HYMN VU #55  In the Bleak Midwinter   
Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1872. Music: Gustav Theodor Holst, 1906. 



 

In the bleak midwinter, Frosty wind made moan,  

Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;  

Snow had fallen, Snow on snow, snow on snow,  

In the bleak midwinter, Long, long ago  

  

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign:  

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  

  

Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day,  

a breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay.  

enough for him, whom angels fall down before,  

the ox and ass and camel which adore.  

  

What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,  

if I were a wise man, I would do my part,  

yet what I can I give him, give my heart.  

  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
Adapted from A Sanctified Art 

  

ADVENT HYMN VU #7  Hope is a Star (vs.1 and vs. 2)  
VU 7. Hope is a Star vs.1. Words: Brian Wren. Music: Joan Collier Fogg. Words and music 

copyright 1989, Hope Publishing Company.  

 

Hope is a star that shines in the night,  

Leading us on till the morning is bright.  

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.  

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,   

and none shall be afraid.  

  

 



Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

Giving a promise of safety and worth. 

When God is a child there’s joy in our song.  

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,  

and none shall be afraid.  

  

CHILDREN’S TIME  

  

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you.   

Let us greet one another with signs of the peace of Christ.  

   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        John Shipman 
From A Sanctified Art   

 

SCRIPTURE:   

 

Isaiah 11:1-9        Read by John Shipman   

   

Matthew 1:1-17      Read by Russ Daye  

  

These are the words of life, which in faith become the Living Word.  

Thanks be to God.  

  

ANTHEM     Man in the Mirror   
Lyricists: Glen Ballard, Siedah Garrett. Arrangement: Mikey Zahorak. 

 

I'm gonna make a change 

For once in my life 

It's gonna feel real good 

Gonna make a difference 

Gonna make it right 

 



As I turn up the collar on 

My favorite winter coat 

This wind is blowing my mind 

I see the kids in the street 

With not enough to eat 

Who am I to be blind 

Pretending not to see their needs? 

 

A summer's disregard 

A broken bottle top 

And one man's soul 

They follow each other on the wind you know 

'Cause they got nowhere to go 

That's why I want you to know 

 

I'm starting with the man in the mirror 

I'm asking him to change his ways 

And no message could have been any clearer 

If you wanna make the world a better place 

Take a look at yourself and then make a change 

 

Na-na-na na-na-na nana-nana 

 

I've been a victim of 

A selfish kind of love 

It's time that I realize 

There are some with no home 

Not a nickel to loan 

Could it be really me 

Pretending that they're not alone? 

 

A willow deeply scarred 

Somebody's broken heart 

And a washed-out dream 



They follow the pattern of the wind you see 

'Cause they got no place to be 

That's why I'm starting with me 

 

I'm starting with the man in the mirror  

I'm asking him to change his ways 

And no message could have been any clearer 

If you wanna make the world a better place 

Take a look at yourself and then make a change 

 

You gotta get it right 

While you got the time 

'Cause when you close your heart 

Then you close your mind 

 

Chorus repeats  

 

SERMON     Nursing the Sprout    Lauren  

  

COMMUNION       
Liturgy written by Alydia Smith 

 

... 

   

God be with you.   

And also with you.   

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift our hearts in prayer.  

Let us give thanks to God.   

It is good to give God thanks and praise.  

   

Let us pray:  
This prayer was inspired by “Blessed are you, gracious God…” by William Kervin and Lillian 

Perigoe in Celebrate God’s Presence, page 276. Used with permission.  



 

... 

 

We join in the Advent prayer of all your people,  

“O come, Emmanuel.”  

 

... 

  

Bloor Street Prayer list:   

In our ongoing prayer cycle: Pat McPhee, Carole and Bob McWhinnie, 

Lynda Moon, Glenn Mosher, Christine Mosser, Mary Jane Mossman and 

Brian Bucknall  

Healing and Transformation: Gaye Frances Alexander and her sister Dy, 

Ann Cooper, Roeland Hartmans, Bridget Hough, Don Matheson, Diane 

Montgomery, Angus Muller, Karl Shuler, Heather Young’s cousin, Rev. 

Sam Young and Cindy, his wife, Marion Wall  

St. Matthew’s Prayer list: Kathryn Tate and her family, grieving the death 

of her father, Ed, Dave Carter-Whitney's brother, Herb, Jayne Cooke, 

Laurie’s mother Shirley’s health, Beatrice’s mother’s health, Peduhbun 

Migizi Kwe/Catherine Brooks, Cynthia Drakes, Dorothy Henry, Lloyd 

Batchelor, Shireen, Casilda, Cassandra, Rosie, Daphne and Lilliah, Sadie 

Dawson, Alex Hodges, the Alaalyan families, Karen Hilfman Millson, 

Joseph Kizza, and Nelly Kimunguyi  

  

...   

   

Gracious God, Breath of peace,   

Source of love,  

we pray for your Spirit. 

   

Make us, while many, one.   

Make us, though broken, whole.   

Make us, despite death, alive.   

 



And so we pray:   

Come, Holy Spirit, come.   

   

And so we join with our siblings around the world in the prayer of 

Jesus:          

Our Mother and Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kin-dom, the power and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

 

The body of Christ,   

the Bread of life.   

The lifeblood of Christ,   

the cup of blessing.   

Let us eat and drink together   

for our strengthening in the faith,  

and for the sake of the world.   

Communion is served  

   

COMMUNION MUSIC:   Imagine    
John Lennon - The Beatles   

 

Imagine there's no heaven,  

it's easy if you try.  

No hell below us,  

above us only sky.  

Imagine all the people living for today, Ah-ha.  

   

 



Imagine there's no countries.  

It isn't hard to do.  

Nothing to kill or die for  

and no religion too.  

Imagine all the people living life in peace, You-hoo.  

  

You may say I'm a dreamer, 

but I'm not the only one.  

I hope someday you'll join us  

and the world will be as one.  

 

Imagine no possessions.  

I wonder if you can.  

No need for greed or hunger,  

a brotherhood of man.  

Imagine all the people sharing all the world, You-hoo. 

  

You may say I'm a dreamer, 

but I'm not the only one.  

I hope someday you'll join us  

and the world will live as one.  

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

We thank you, God, for breaking into our world   

and pouring into our lives and our experiences.  

We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving   

and the stories of love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen.  

  

OFFERING  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

MOMENTS OF AWE  



  

CLOSING HYMN  VU #8  Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming   
Words: German, 15th c, English trans. Theodore Baker, 1894. Music: German traditional melody 

1599.  

 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 

As seers of old have sung. 

It came, a blossom bright, 

Amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind; 

With Mary we behold it, 

The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

She bore for us a Saviour, 

When half spent was the night. 

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION  

  

SING AMEN   
Amen Siakudumisa (Sing Amen). Author: S. C. Molefe (1991). South African traditional. 

Copyright: © 1991 Lumko Institute. Used with permission.  

 

POSTLUDE   

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from  

ONE LICENSE with license #A-712475. All rights reserved. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/a

